
Etchingham    

10.5 miles 5.5 hours 

Ordnance Survey Explorer Map 136 

Refreshments: King’s John’s nursery and tea room, The Bistro at Etchingham Station, 

Etchingham Shop (the shop had closed down, 8th December 2017). 

Leaving Burwash along Ham Lane the walk crosses the Rother valley to Old Shoyswell Manor 

Farm. It then follows Sheepstreet Lane passing King John’s Lodge, a Grade II listed manor house. 

King John’s nursery and tea room are just past the Lodge. From Sheepstreet Lane the walk 

crosses the river Rother and then passes through the village of Etchingham. The return route 

passes through Squibs Farm to join Frontridge lane then passes close to Frontridge Manor. The 

walk continues through fields to return to Burwash through the Church yard. This walk could also 

be started from Etchingham station, joining the walk at the village shop (point 20).  

Directions: Start Burwash car park. 

1. Turn right along the Highstreet to a small lane on the left. Turn left and follow the lane pass the 

Rose and Crown Inn.   

2. After the Rose and Crown Inn keep right and then pass the entrance to the playing fields. 

Continue along the main track to a point where a footpath crosses, turn left here through a 

kissing gate. 

3. Having gone through the kissing gate, continue forward, heading diagonally across the field to 

a small gate in the far right-hand corner. Go through the small gate into the woodland and then 

follow the path through the woodland to a footbridge.  

4. Cross over the footbridge into a field and then bear right to another footbridge in the corner of 

the field.  

5. Having crossed this footbridge continue forward with the hedge on the left to a stile on your left. 

Cross over the stile and then turn right, continuing with the hedge on your right to a bridge over 

the river.  

6. Having crossed the bridge, turn right following the river to the field corner. At the field corner 

turn left and continue to follow the edge of the field to a gateway.  

7. Go through the gateway and continue straight across the field keeping the fence on your left to 

a stile. 

8. Turn left over the stile and then continue with the hedge on the left, to a kissing gate. Go 

through the kissing gate and then turn right to continue uphill, following the right-hand edge of 

the field to a railway crossing. 

9. Cross the railway and then turn right to a small gate. Go through the gate and continue in the 

same direction with the railway on the right through two fields.  

10. At the end of the second field turn left to a gate. Go through the gate and head uphill, crossing 

the field diagonally to the gate in the top corner onto a road.  

11. Go through the gate and then turn left and continue along the road to a bend. At the bend in 

the road turn right onto a concrete driveway.  



12. Continue along the driveway to a stile on the left. Climb over the stile and then cross the 

paddock to the gate opposite. Go through the gate and then continue to follow the right edge of 

the field to another gate. 

13. Go through the gate and then bear left downhill towards the lowest telegraph pole. Continue 

forward to a gate. Go through this gate and then follow the right edge of the field to a gate.  

14. Turn right through the gate and then continue forward on a track to a junction with a concrete 

driveway. Turn right along the concrete driveway and then follow it around to the left. Continue 

on this driveway uphill to a road. 

15. Turn right along the road. Pass King’s Johns Nursery and tea rooms and then continue along 

the road to just past a post box on the left.  Turn right down the driveway to Little Barden.  

16. Continue along the driveway to enter a field and then just before a small shed take the signed 

footpath on the left into a wood. Follow the footpath around to the right to go downhill and then 

cross a stile into a field. 

17. Having crossed the stile into the field continue forward with the hedge on the right to a river. 

Turn left at the river and follow it to a footbridge. (The bridge may be obscured by the thickets).  

18. Cross over the bridge and then follow the path to the next bridge. Having crossed the second 

bridge continue forward to a stile at a railway crossing point. 

19. Cross over the railway and then continue forward to cross a stile. Follow a path to the left of a 

house and then follow the access road all the way to the main road.  

20. Turn left along the main road and then continue through the village to the last house on the 

right (the village shop, closed when I last checked this walk). Turn right on the track beside the 

shop to a gate and bridge over the river. Cross the river and then bear left to a gate. 

21. Pass through the gate and then bear left, heading uphill to a stile in a wooden fence to the right 

of a house. Cross over the access road into the field and then bear right to pass between a 

pond and the farm buildings. Continue forward to a gate in the bottom right hand corner of the 

field. 

22. Go through the gate and then continue forward, ignoring the path on the left over the river, 

instead continue to follow the left edge of the field. At the far end of the field cross a stile and 

continue forward on a track, following it into woodland. Ignore all turnings to the right, staying 

on the track until it ends at a field. 

23. Continue to follow the right hand edge of the field to then turn right onto an access road 

passing to the left of some cottages.  

24. Continue along the access road and then at a junction turn right. Pass to the right of the farm 

buildings and then continue all the way to a road junction. 

25. Cross the road into Fontridge Lane and then continue along the lane to Fontridge Manor 

access road on the right. Turn right onto the access road and then keep right to follow the road 

to a farm. 

26. Continue ahead through the farmyard and exit by a footpath gate into a field. Continue across 

the field, following the right-hand hedge to a gate in the field corner. 

27. Go through the gate and then continue downhill following the left edge of the field to another 

gateway in the far left hand corner of the field.  

28. Go through the gateway and then continue forward to the second gate in the hedge on the left. 

Go through the gate and then continue straight across the field to the gate opposite.  



29. Pass through this gate and then turn right to cross a bridge over the river. Having crossed the 

river turn left to pass through a gate and then bear right across the field to a hedge corner. 

30. At the hedge corner, keeping the hedge on your right, continue to the corner of the field. Here 

turn right through a gateway and then turn left to follow the field edge to a footbridge. Cross the 

footbridge and then turn right to follow the right edge of the field to a stile onto a road. 

31. Turn left along the road to pass the driveway to Borders Farm house before turning left onto 

Borders Farm access road. Pass some farm cottages and farm buildings, before keeping left 

through a gate onto an enclosed path.  

32. Just before entering the grounds of Borders House, take a path on the right beside a wooden 

fence and follow this path to a gate into a field. Go through the gate and then continue forward 

with the hedge on the right to a footbridge in the field corner.  

33. Cross the footbridge and then continue across the next field, aiming for a telegraph pole at the 

far side of the field. Pass through a gateway and then continue forward to another gateway in 

the left-hand hedge.  

34. Pass through this gateway and then continue forward with the hedge on the left to the river. 

Turn right and then keeping the river on the left continue to pass through a gateway into the 

next field. After passing through the gateway bear right, away from the river and continue uphill 

to the far right hand corner of the field. 

35. Locate a small gate into the woodland. Having gone through the small gate turn left to a stile 

into a field. Cross the stile and then continue across the field to another stile located just below 

the woodland at the far side of the field.  

36. Cross this stile and continue forward with the woodland on the right to start with and then 

downhill to a stile. 

37. Cross the stile and then bear right, heading uphill to a gateway. Pass through the gateway and 

then cross the field diagonally to a stile just below a small woodland in the top left-hand corner 

of the field.  

38. Cross the stile and then continue forward with a hedge on the right to a stile in the far corner. 

Cross the stile and then follow a path through the small woodland to a stile. 

39. After crossing the stile bear left heading diagonally across the field to a kissing gate. This is at 

the left-hand end of a row of trees that go through the middle of the field.   

40. Go through the kissing gate and follow the path to the church yard. Continue on the path 

around the church to the main road. Turn left and follow main road back to the car park. 


